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Advocates for Children and Youth Justice Urge the South Carolina Supreme Court to Halt 
Mikal Mahdi’s Execution 
  
COLUMBIA, SC – Youth justice advocates are calling on the South Carolina Supreme Court to 
stay the April 11, 2025 execution of Mikal Mahdi in light of the contemporary, scientific 
understanding of the devastating effects of solitary confinement on imprisoned teenagers. As an 
adolescent already suffering suicidal depression from his abusive childhood, Mikal was 
subjected to nearly 6,000 hours in isolation. 
 
This amicus brief has been filed by: the Criminal Practice Clinic of the Joseph F. Rice School of 
Law in Columbia, which represents indigent clients and has an interest in the harmful impacts of 
restrictive conditions of confinement; Time Served, a South Carolina legal aid organization that 
supports people whose personal traumas resulted in incarceration; and The Gault Center, a 
national organization that works to promote fair and humane treatment of youth in the justice 
system. 
 
The amicus brief details the enduring and particular harms that solitary confinement inflicts on 
children, and how scientific evidence of that damage has informed a broad consensus against 
punishing adolescents with isolation. In light of these new understandings, the amicus brief urges 
the court to stay Mikal’s execution, whose extended solitary confinement as a teenager would 
now be rejected as cruel and torturous. 
 
“We are far more aware now than we were when Mikal was sentenced nearly 20 years ago of the 
devastating impact that solitary confinement has on kids,” said Dr. Aleksandra Chauhan, director 
of the Criminal Practice Clinic and former Juvenile Defender Advocate for South Carolina’s 
Indigent Defense Commission. “There’s ample scientific research to back this up. That’s why 
everyone from children’s advocates to prison officials now agree that isolating incarcerated kids 
is both wrong and incredibly damaging.” 
 
Allison Elder, executive director of Time Served, explains, “Far too often, a child’s suffering 
leads them to prison, where they are treated harshly, like miniature adults, and they never receive 
the comprehensive mental health support they actually need. That is exactly what Mikal Mahdi 
went through. Instead of a brutal execution, this case should prompt our justice system to ask 
how it can better serve kids who are in pain.” 
 
An additional amicus brief has been submitted by the South Carolina Association of Criminal 
Defense Lawyers (SCACDL), which expresses grave concerns about Mikal’s superficial 
sentencing hearing. Despite the extensive evidence of Mikal’s extraordinarily abusive 
upbringing, his trial lawyers presented virtually no case against a sentence of death, and only 
addressed Mikal’s life story for less than a half hour. His trial attorneys did not say a single word 
about the thousands of hours of solitary confinement that Mikal suffered as a teenager. 
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The SCACDL brief makes two additional, critical points. First, Mikal went to trial before South 
Carolina enacted important reforms to help ensure that people facing the death penalty receive 
quality representation. Second, SCACDL urges the state supreme court to give Mikal Mahdi’s 
case the same careful review that it provided in a different but highly similar death penalty case, 
resulting in that defendant receiving a life without parole sentence. 
 
Burnette Shutt & McDaniel attorneys Stuart Andrews and Ashley Pennington represent the 
parties to the solitary confinement amicus brief. Attorney Rauch Wise of Greenwood, SC 
represents SCACDL. 
 
The amicus briefs are available here: 
https://app.box.com/s/r6vzwgkyrx9snd8mnmzwhjz4y0hyepee. Additional information on Mikal 
Mahdi’s case is available at www.stop-mikals-execution.com, including his legal team’s recent 
court filing and press statements. 
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