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South Carolina Moves to Execute Mikal Mahdi:
A Heartbreaking Failure of Justice and Humanity

SOUTH CAROLINA - Today, the state of South Carolina issued a death warrant for Mikal
Mahdi, scheduling his execution for April 11, 2025. Mahdi’s crimes were committed when he
was only 21. Experts recognize that the brain remains immature well into a person’s twenties,
and can be significantly delayed or damaged by exactly the kinds of traumas that Mikal suffered
throughout his childhood.

David Weiss, Assistant Federal Public Defender at the Capital Habeas Unit for the Fourth
Circuit, which is part of the Federal Public Defender’s Office in the Western District of
North Carolina, issued the following statement on behalf of Mikal’s legal team:

“Today, the state of South Carolina took a devastating step toward executing Mikal Mahdi for
two tragic murders he committed when he was just 21 years old, and after he endured years of
abuse and trauma as a child.

By the time he was nine years old, Mikal was already expressing suicidal thoughts and mental
despair — the first of many heartbreaking signs of how desperately he needed help.

Instead of help, Mikal was repeatedly failed by his own family and the justice system. The
people who should have supported Mikal neglected to see him for who he was: a wounded
child in need of support. Making matters worse, as a teenager, Mikal spent hundreds of hours in
solitary confinement in youth prisons.

The justice system failed Mikal Mahdi. His story is one of trauma, neglect, and the many missed
opportunities for providing him the safety and compassion that every child should have. Yet his
sentencing judge heard less than 30 minutes of testimony about Mikal’s tragic upbringing. We
hope to show the courts that the justice system, in repeatedly overlooking Mikal’s humanity,
denied him the fair trial he needed and deserved.

We urge the state of South Carolina to review his case, including the abuse he suffered as a child,
his struggles with mental health, and the trauma that marred his life and propelled him towards
violence.”
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Mikal, age 8. Baltimore, MD. 1991
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To learn more about Mikal’s story, visit www.stop-mikals-execution.com, where you can watch
two short films about his life (3-minute synopsis, and 30-minute film).

The Capital Habeas Unit for the Fourth Circuit (“the CHU”), located within the Western
District of North Carolina’s Federal Defender’s Office, represents people sentenced to death
within the Fourth Circuit’s appellate jurisdiction and beyond.
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